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SAMUEL ROYAL THURSTON 

First Delegate to Congress from Oregon Territory. He was elected 

June 6, 1849; took his seat in Thirty-first Congress, 

beginning December 3, 1849. 



DIARY OF SAMUEL ROYAL THURSTON 

Introduction by George H. Himes. 

(This diary was found among Mr. Thurston's effects by his 
wife, who was living at Oregon City at the time of his death. She 
gave it and numerous letters which he had received, principally 
from his constituents in Oregon, to her daughter, Blandina, who 
became the wife of Alfred W. Stowell. After his wife's death 
Mr. Stowell agreed to give the diary and letters to the Oregon 
Historical Society, in due time. Meanwhile he loaned them to 
Judge J. C. Moreland, Clerk of the Supreme Court of Oregon, 
in whose possession they were when Mr. Stowell died on Janu- 
ary 17, 1906, leaving no directions regarding their future dispo- 
sition. A few years later, after consulting with the heirs of Mr. 
Stowell, Judge Moreland delivered the valuable historical ma- 
terial to the Oregon Historical Society. 

Mr. Thurston was the first delegate to Congress from 
Oregon Territory, and was elected on June 6, 1849, receiving 
470 votes out of 943 — the total vote of the territory. The 
other candidates received the following votes: Columbia 
Lancaster, 321 ; James W. Nesmith, 104 ; Joseph L. Meek, 40 ; 
Rev. John S. Griffin, 8 — 473. At the date of this election the 
"Oregon Country" embraced all of the present states of Ore- 
gon, Washington, Idaho, and the parts of Montana and Wyo- 
ming west of the summit of the "Rocky or Oregon Mountains/' 
as alluded to in Robert Greenhow's map of 1844, to accompany 
his "History of Oregon and California." Mr. Thurston was 
born in Monmouth, Kennebec County, Maine, in 1816; was 
graduated at Bowdoin College in 1843 ; admitted to the bar of 
Maine in 1844; removed to Burlington, Iowa, in 1845; prac- 
ticed law and edited a newspaper there until the spring of 1847 ; 
crossed the plains that year with his wife and one child, reach- 
ing Oregon City in October ; began the practice of law at once ; 
in 1848 removed to Washington County, and was a member 
of the last legislature of the Provisional Government beginning 
on December 5, 1848, closing February 16, 1849 ; was delegate 
in Congress (elected as above noted) and served from Decem- 
ber 1, 1849, to March 4, 1851 ; died at sea off Acapulco, Mex- 
ico, April 9, 1851, and was buried at that city. On January 
16, 1852, a bill was passed by the legislature of Oregon Terri- 
tory appointing Adam Van Dusen, of Astoria, William M. 
King, of Portland, and Dr. William H. Willson, of Salem, a 
committee to provide for the reinterment of Mr. Thurston's 
remains in Oregon soil, and appropriating $1,500 to provide 
for the expense. Early in February, 1853, this committee sent 
Mr. B. F. McLench, a brother-in-law of Mr. Thurston, to 
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Acapulco for the body. Returning, he arrived at Portland on 
March 3d, and on April 12th a formal funeral was held in 
the Methodist Church, Salem, Hon. Delazon Smith delivering 
a memorial address, after which the remains were placed in 
the Odd Fellows' Cemetery by the officers and members of 
Chemeketa Lodge No. 1, I. O. O. F.) 

A BOOK CONTAINING A FAITHFUL RECORD OF MY 
SEVERAL EFFORTS IN BEHALF OF OREGON, FROM AND 
AFTER THE 21ST DAY OF NOVEMBER, A D. 1849, MADE AT 
OR NEAR THE TIME THE SAME WERE MADE, THIS MEM- 
ORANDUM THEREOF BEING COMMENCED NOVEMBER 
23d, 1849. 

On the 21st day of November, 1849, having made a flying 
visit to my friends in Oxford and Kennebeck counties, I left 
my father's house on my way to Washington. I took the 
cars at Readfield, for Portland, and could have reached 
Boston same night, but determined to stop at Portland to 
see if I could enlist the press of Me. and the representative 
from Cumberland county in behalf of the interests of Oregon. 
I had an interview with the editor of the Eastern Argus, 
A. H. W. Clapp, and other leading politicians of Cumber- 
land co., Me, all of whom appeared warm in our favor. I 
felt much gratified at my success, as the editor promised 
to aid to the extent of his ability, the measures which I in- 
formed him the people of Oregon wished to bring about. But 
by taking this course, my tavern bill, & hack hire, were four 
dollars more than they would have been had I come directly 
on. Having accomplished for Oregon what I desired, at 
Portland, I left that place Nov. 23d & went to Boston, and 
could have passed on direct to New York, on my way to 
Washington. But I determined to see the editors in Boston 
to enlist them also, if possible, in behalf of our measures. I 
arrived at Boston at 1-2 past 12. After dinner I visited Charles 
G. Green, editor of the Boston Post, and of the Massachusetts 
Statesman. I was successful with him, and he also, as did the 
editor of the Argus, entered warmly into my plan and promised 
the influence of his papers. On the morning of the 24th I went 
again to see Mr. Green whom I found anxious to be informed 
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as to matters in Oregon, and ready to do what he could, to 
enable him to do so; he requested I would forward him to 
Boston a brief statement of the facts. I then called on Col. 
Schooler, editor of the Boston Atlas. He appeared to fall 
into my plans, and promised to do what he could to forward 
the matter. Said he was in favor of donations of land, of 
paying off the Cayuse war debt and of reducing the postage 
to five cents to Oregon. I also promised to send him a 
similar statement to that of Green. He gave me a letter of 
introduction to Winthrop. So much being accomplished I 
left in the 4 o'clock train for N. Y. which stopped at Spring- 
field over Sunday — so that the delay at Boston, cost me three 
dollars more than I should have been put to, had I not stopped 
at Boston for the purpose above named. At halfpast ten, 
Monday Nov. 26 I left Springfield for N. Y. where I arrived 
November 27 about the hour of 4 o'clock a. m. November 
27th & 28, I spent in close communication with the Editors 
of New York. Greeley was gone & so was Webb, so that 
I had to talk with the subalterns, promising to write to the 
editors after I should arrive at Washington. The editors 
of the N. Y. Evening Post, the N. Y. Sun, and James Gordon 
Bennett of the Herald, were free to express their inclinations 
to favor our interests, and at once acknowledged the justness 
of our claims as soon as I named them. I have no doubt they 
will make their promises good. Now by making the above 
named efforts, I was put to an expense after I left Boston, 
five dollars more than I should have been, had I come direct 
to Washington. 

Nov. 29. I left for Washington, but by reason that the 
cars got belated, I had to stop at Philadelphia whence I set 
out for Washington where I arrived November 30th, about 
8 o'clock P. M. and stopped at Gadsby's Hotel. This was my 
first entry into Washington. I felt that much responsibility 
was upon me and when I recollected that the interests of all 
that country west of the Rocky mountains, and between the 
Latitudes of 42 and 49 north were intrusted to my care, I 
resolved stronger than ever, that no effort of mine should re- 
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main unmade which might be beneficial to our our noble and 
beloved Oregon. So having concluded this much of this 
memorandum I retired to rest to dream of the land of my 
choice where was my all — my property and my beloved wife 
and little ones. 
December 1, 1849. 

Today I visited several of the departments and at 8 P. M. 
called on President Taylor in company with Gov. John P. 
Gaines. I learned two thousand dollars of the $5000 appro- 
priation for books had been expended. The remaining $3000 
we had paid over by way of draft on the Independent Treasury, 
to Gov. Gaines who will expend the whole or nearly so in the 
purchase of books at N. Y. and take them to Oregon with 
him round the Horn. 

We also had paid over to Gov. Gaines the $5000 appropriated 
for public buildings. This he will take to Oregon and expend 
in commencing the buildings, relying upon Congress to make 
further appropriations. 

The Government was just upon the point of paying over 
also to him the $20,600 appropriated by the last Congress to 
meet the expenses of the first session of the Oregon legis- 
lature. I objected to this, on the ground that it would not 
reach Oregon until next July, and urged that draft or drafts 
be drawn by Gov. on the custom houses at Astoria and 
San Francisco for the amount, so that the members of the 
last legislature might receive their pay as soon as possible. 
I received assurances that this should be done according to 
my desire. 

In my interview with the President he assured me he would 
do all in his power to favor Oregon. Gov. Gaines and my- 
self then requested that a war vessel should be ordered to 
Astoria. He promised it should be done. Then as the 
"Supply" on board which Gov. and other officers were going, 
was to stop at San Francisco, we urged him to order the same 
to Oregon, after discharging what freight she had for S. F. 
He said he would either do this, or order a smaller vessel 
to take the government officers and the Oregon stores to 
Oregon. 



Diary 157 

Having learned that one St. John had been appointed to 
the custom house at Astoria vice John Adair, and that the 
time allowed him by law to file his bond had expired, I 
requested the President that he would take no further action 
in the matter till I had an interview with him. He promised 
that he would not. Before we went in, I had requested Gov. 
Gaines to intercede also. He promised he would ; accordingly 
he requested the President not to do anything further in 
the matter till he could reach Oregon and report back to 
the President, remarking that he knew Genl. Adair, etc. The 
President also promised him that he would not, so that Genl. 
Adair will not now be removed for 6 or 8 months, any- 
how. I think he will not be removed at all. In the evening, 
after we left the President's, I conversed with Gov. G. till 
12 at night upon Oregon matters, and promised to see him 
today which I shall yet do. Yesterday I received various 
letters from persons in different parts of the States, inquiring 
for their friends in Oregon. I replied promptly, considering 
that that was also a part of my duty, because my constituents 
in Oregon were interested in the matter. After the interview 
with Gov. G. I wrote two letters to Oregon communicating 
a part of the information obtained by my calls and researches. 
Also on this day I procured a boarding place at the St. 
Charles, paying nine dollars per week and finding my own 
lights, the landlord finding everything else. I also attended 
the Democratic caucus this evening from 7 to 8, in which 
all the states were represented save S. C. and 

The President is to recommend the reduction of postage to 
Oregon to five cents per letter. This he promises and I hope 
he will perform. 

December 2, 1849 — This day I went to meeting at the 
Wesleyan Chapel, Methodist, and heard the minister discourse 
upon the following text, "I was glad when they said unto me, 
Come let us go up into the House of the Lord." In the 
evening, as Gov. Gaines was soon to start for Oregon, and 
had previously requested me to do so, I called on him to 
converse relative to Oregon affairs. And we agreed to go 
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on Monday and see the Sec. of the Treasury about forward- 
ing the money over the Isthmus to pay off the late legislature, 
and to see the Sec. of the Navy to get him to order the Store 
Ship "Supply" to Portland to carry the government officers 
and stores. After this I returned home, wrote a letter to 
J. W. Nezsmith, and went to bed at one o'clock. 

December 3, 1849 — This day Gov. Gaines and I called on 
the 1st Comptroller of the Treasury relative to ordering the 
Collector at Astoria to pay off the members &c of the last 
Legislature. He immediately wrote a note to the Secretary 
recommending the course. The Secretary approved the 
course, and he informed us that the order would be forwarded 
accordingly. 

We next called on the Secretary of the Navy to get him 
to have the Store Ship "Supply" ordered to Oregon, at Port- 
land ; he informed us that he would do so with the approbation 
of the President. The President had previously said to us 
that he would have it done, so that Gov. G. and I concluded 
it would be done, of course. On this day, too, I got instruc- 
tions to say to Gnl. Lane and Pritchett that their dues for 
salaries would be paid to their order, upon their forwarding 
a certificate of their oath of office, and their act. to the De- 
partment to be audited. I wrote Gnl. Lane accordingly. In 
the evening I went to have another interview with Gov. 
Gaines on Oregon matters, in which we continued till twelve 
o'clock at night. I wrote a number of letters to constituents 
in Oregon, and finally went to bed at one o'clock in the 
morning. 

December 4, 1849— In the morning and forenoon I applied 
myself to writing home. Went to the R. Hall at 12, and 
stayed till four, while the house was balloting for Speaker. 
There was no choice of Speaker, and the House adjourned. 
During this time I wrote a letter to A. L. Lovejoy relative 
to the Coast Survey, giving him an extract from a letter of 
the Superintendent of the U. S. Coast Survey to the Secretary 
of the Treasury. After supper, I went to see the 2nd Assistant 
P. M. General relative to postoffices and post roads in Oregon. 
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He said he would help us all he could and promised to go 
with me and see the P. M. Genl. next day, in the forenoon. 

I then went to see Horace Greeley,* Editor of the N. Y. 
Tribune. Oregon has nothing to expect from him. He will 
oppose Govt's giving us a section of land, and in fine will be 
both small, mean, and stinted in all his views towards Oregon. 
After this I went home, and wrote a letter to the Pacific 
News, San Francisco, for the purpose of getting the people 
there petitioning Congress for the mail once in two weeks 
from New York. After attending to various other business, 
I went to bed at 12 o'clock. 

December 5, 1849 — In the morning, after breakfast, I 
called on the 2nd Assistant P. M. Genl. to learn what I could 
relative to the mail service in Oregon. I found that there 
had been reported to the Department one post-office at Astoria, 
John Adair, P. M., one at Portland, Thos. Smith, P. M., and 
one at Oregon City, Geo. L. Curry, P. M. I found the fol- 
lowing mail routes had been established: 1 from Ft. Van- 
couver to Oregon City, 1 from same place to Astoria, 1 from 
Independence (Mo.) to Ft. Vancouver, and 1 from Oregon 
City up the Willamette Valley to Klamet River. Bids had 
been received for carrying the mail on these routes. There 
was also another route omitted above, from Ft. Vancouver 
by Ft. Nesqually to mouth of Admiralty Inlet. To carry the 
mail on this last route once a month there was a bid of $3000; 
to carry it from Independence to Vancouver once in six 
months, 24,000 dollars ; from Vancouver to Oregon City, 1 per 
month, $429; from Ft. Vancouver to Astoria once a month, 
$1500; and from Oregon City to Klamet Valley, once in 3 
months, $6000. After I had ascertained the above facts, I 
attended the session of the House until supper time. In the 
evening I visited Genl. Cass and found him, as usual, all the 



*Mr. Thurston's estimate of Greeley's attitude towards Oregon proved to be 
correct. He opposed the admission of Oregon to the Union in 1858 and 1859; 
and yet — as the holder of the proxy of Leanaer Holmes, of Clackamas county, who 
was one of the three delegates elected at the Republican State Convention held 
in Salem, April 21, 1859 — the other two being Dr. W. Warren, of Marion county, 
and A. G. Hovey, of Benton county — to represent Oregon in the Republican 
National Convention of i860 — he was an important factor in aiding to nominate 
Abraham Lincoln as the Republican candidate for President. 
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time for the West. He will go for all we ask. He says Govt, 
never ought to sell any land in Oregon, but should donate 
it to settlers. 

December 6, 1849— Today I attended the session of the 
House, but there was no choice for Speaker. The Whigs 
adhered closely to Winthrop, while many of the Democrats 
adhered but partly to Cobb. I also wrote a letter (see copy 
retained) to the Postmaster Genl. making inquiry as to what 
mail routes, postoffices and postmasters &c there were in 
Oregon. 

I also answered a letter written to Col. Benton by a man 
from Ohio, asking certain information relative to Oregon. 
Col. B. requested me to do so. I accordingly replied by 
a letter of 8 pages, and forwarded same to the Ohio States- 
man for publication. In the evening I occupied my time in 
ascertaining what laws had ever been passed favorable to 
Oregon, more particularly to establish post routes, and for 
carrying the mail to our country, after which I retired to bed 
at 12 o'clock. 

December 7, 1849 — This day I called on the Secretary of 
the Navy to see if I could get him to order a Government 
vessel to Oregon. He informed me that he had already 
ordered the steamer Massachusetts to Astoria to await the use 
of the officers of Oregon. This being satisfactory, and in 
conformity to the promise of the President before made, I 
then brought to his notice the fact that a British vessel, in 
Oregon, under guarantee of Major Hathaway, U. S. A., vio- 
lated, about last July, the American laws regulating the coast- 
ing trade. He requested me to communicate the fact in writ- 
ing to his Dep., and he would attend to it. I then called on 
the Treasury Department to see if the Collector at Astoria 
had ever communicated the fact to the Treasury Dept. The 
First Comptroller tho't not, but requested I would make the 
inquiry in writing, when he would attend to it promptly. 
Accordingly, I went to my room, and did so. After this, I 
attended the. session of the House, but no choice of Speaker 
was made. This was the fifth day. During the session I 
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wrote to Mr. Atkinson of New York, giving him information 
relative to Oregon, requesting him by private note to publish 
the same, because I tho't. the facts stated would induce 
emigration to Oregon. In the evening, after writing several 
letters, I attended the Democratic caucus. Returned home, 
and after writing this, went to bed, about 12 at night. 

December 8, 1849 — This day I attended on the session of the 
House. The forenoon I spent in hunting up what laws had 
been passed, either relative to or in favor of Oregon. Wrote 
several letters, during the day, and received answer from the 
Postmaster of New York informing me, in answer to a letter 
addressed to him for that purpose, as to the number of letters 
and papers sent to the Pacific and brought from there since 
the commencement of the Pacific Mail line, with the amount 
of postage charged on the same. 

This day I also received a bundle of notes and receipts left 
in my [trunk] when lost. The man who forwarded the same 
to me informed me he had found it on the sea beach near 
Panama. 

December 9, 1849 — This day I went to the Methodist meet- 
ing, and heard Mr. Morgan preach from these words, "Happy 
are ye if, knowing these things, ye do them." The sermon 
was most able. Same day I addressed him a note requesting 
him to call at my house of board. Read in the evening and 
went to bed about 12 o'clock. 

December 10, 1849 — This morning Revd. Mr. Morgan 
called as per request of yesterday. Gave me a letter of ad- 
mittance into Br. PurceH's class. Spent the balance of the 
forenoon in looking up Oregon matters. Then from 12 A. M. 
to 4 P. M. attended the session of the house. The 30th or 
31st ballot was completed today and no organization. I 
wrote several letters home, and hunted up 1 Greenhow , s map 
of Oregon for the purpose of drawing up a resolution upon 
the subject of extinguishing the Indian title to all Oregon 
lying west of the Cascade mountains. After supper I re- 



i Robert Greenhaw, translator and librarian to the Department of State at 
Washington, D. C, and author of a memoir, historical and political, on the 
Northwest Coast of North America, published in 1840. 
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ceived a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury in answer 
to one of inquiry written him by me, informing me that no 
information of the kind had been received from the Collector 
of Astoria or from any other source. After writing some 
letters to my constituents in Oregon, and looking still further 
for laws relative to Oregon, and making memorandums, I 
went to bed between ten and eleven. 

December 11, 1849 — This morning I called on the Secretary 
of the Interior, Thos. Ewing, to find out what instructions 
had been given to the Gov. of Oregon relative to Indian 
affairs. The Secretary sent me to the chief clerk of the Indian 
Bureau for the information. 

I then brought to his notice Robt. Newell, Sub. Ind. Agent 
in Oregon, requesting his removal. He informed me to write 
him a letter on the subject and he would attend to it. I 
next went over to the clerk for the information above re- 
ferred to, and took a brief abstract of said instructions in 
pencil. This took me till one P. M., as they were quite long, 
after which I went into the House which was then balloting 
for Speaker. W. J. Brown ran ahead and came to 4 votes 
of an election. Winthrop, the Whig candidate, withdrew. 
After this the House adjourned at about 4 P. M. After supper 
I called on Senator Douglas to consult on Oregon affairs. 
Found him favorable. After this I returned home and wrote 
to the Sec. of the Interior requesting Robt. Newell's removal 
as Sub Agt., and recommended as his successor Joseph [Jo- 
siah] L. Parrish of Salem, Oregon. Went to bed about 12 
o'clock, M. 

December 12, 1849 — After perusing the papers, I went to 
Col. Benton's to see him upon Oregon affairs. He was not 
in. I then went to the House Library and ordered the Journals 
of the House for the last ten years. Then went to the P. O. 
and found among others two letters, one for information of 
1 M. Crawford in Oregon from his father, and another from 
Daniel P. Bradford of Brooklyn, relative to moving to Ore- 
gon. I replied to both on the spot, and wrote to Mr. Craw- 



f Medorem Crawford, who crossed the plains to Oregon in 1843, 
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ford enclosing his father's letter to me. By this time it was 
12 M. and the House commenced to ballot for Speaker. 
Brown lacked two votes of an election. Here a disclosure 
was made that Brown had written a letter to Wilmot. This 
disturbed the Southers [Southerners], who had voted for 
Brown. Brown read the letter, and much dissatisfaction being 
expressed by some southern members who had voted for 
Brown, whereupon Brown withdrew. Here great confusion 
ensued, after which the House adjourned. No Speaker. After 
supper I directed ten papers to so many of my constituents, 
and walked out ; returned, and until supper held a conversation 
with Mr. Hamilton of Maryland relative to slavery & Wilmot 
Proviso &c. Mr. Hamilton said the South did not assume 
their present position relative to the new territories so much 
on act. of the privilege of having slaves in them, or the 
liberty to do so, but because they feared that if they stood by 
quietly that the Anti-Slavery question would gain ground 
so much in the North as to lead the North to make attempts 
on the abolition of slavery in the Slave States themselves. I 
assured him that not a single man could be found in the North 
who dared to support such a notion, without the consent of 
the slave states themselves, and that as a corresponding fear 
to that named by him on the part of the South, the North 
also feared that if they stood by and saw slavery enlarge, that 
one day the free states might be overpowered by it and the 
Union itself overthrown. And here, after considerable dis- 
cussion, I asked him 1st, whether free territory did not 
flourish better than slave territory? 2d, whether a new ter- 
ritory admitted now kept free for a hundred years to come 
would not be a more prosperous part of the Nation, than 
it would if slavery existed in it? and then, whether it was not 
the duty of all legislators to provide for that state of things 
which would make their Government the most prosperous, 
to all of which he answered affirmatively. I then replied that 
in his answer we all found our duty in regard to new ter- 
ritories. After this I called on Col. Benton relative to Oregon. 
Found him affable, and wished me to call any evening. Then 
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went home, and the Journals of the House not being brought 
according to my orders, I was unable to pursue my researches 
on Oregon matters. So I read an address to the New Mex- 
icans & Californians by some men of New York, in which 
they showed successfully, I think, that a free country prospers 
better than a slave country. 

December 13, 1849 — After reading my papers this morning 
and directing the same to persons in Oregon, I went to the 
Capitol for the purpose of hunting up some public documents 
to send to Oregon. The folder assured me he would furnish 
me with all he could spare, and to begin with he let me have 
some 18 maps of Oregon by Lieut. Wilkes. 1 I sent one to the 
county commissioners of each county in Oregon, kept two 
for my use, and sent the others to gentlemen in Oregon. I 
told the folder that he must be liberal towards Oregon and 
he said he would. The House next commenced its session 
and the whole day was spent in a most disgraceful altercation. 
The Southern democrats made some 15 or 20 speeches, all 
declaring that if the Wilmot Proviso should be applied in 
the dispositions of the new territories, or if Congress should 
abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, in either case, they 
and the South would dissolve the Union. The North replied 
that they should do what they could to prevent the farther 
extension of slavery, but if the South outvoted them, they 
would not dissolve the Union for that. 

From the discussion, I perceived that there were two sub- 
stantial questions between the South and North: 1st, whether 
Congress has the constitutional right to restrict slavery from 
the new territories; and if so, 2d, whether under the circum- 
stances it would be expedient or just. The South say no to 
both; the North in a body say yes to the first, and nearly all 
say yes to the second. 

The South appear not to have patience to discuss these ques- 
tions upon the merits to be shown in argument ; but, laying it 
down that they are right and no mistake, fall to abusing the 
North because she thinks otherwise, and threaten the Union 



i Lieut. Charles Wilkes, of the U. S. exploring expedition of 1838- 1842. 
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if the North acts upon its own judgment, providing that action 
is successful. The North, on the contrary, thinks the South 
is wrong, but don't abuse so freely, and in no case threatens 
the Union, even if the South does act successfully even upon 
its own judgment. The South will vote for no man unless he 
is to their minds an anti Wilmot Proviso man, while the great 
body of the North are willing to go for any Anti- Wilmot Pro- 
viso man, providing he is moderate and a fair man. While the 
South would not vote for Jesus Christ in person unless they 
were satisfied that he was with them on the slavery question. 
Here then is the difference. The House had one ballot, which 
lasted till after 4 P. M., when it adjourned. In the evening, 
my journals ordered yesterday still not coming, I read, wrote, 
etc., and went to bed at 11 in the eve. 

December 14, 1849.— This morning, after reading the pa- 
pers, I went and got some charts of the battlefields in Mexico, 
sent one to the Territorial Library and the balance to others in 
Oregon. I then ordered the journals of Congress under the 
Confederation, as I wanted to consult the ordinance of 1787 
upon an Oregon question. After this I went to the post office 
for my papers, and found an extract from the Boston Courier, 
in the New York Sun, purporting to be a letter written from 
Vancouver, Oregon, in which both our country, rivers, and 
people were slandered. I immediately wrote to the Editor of 
the Courier, requesting him to forward me a copy of the paper 
containing this letter, and requesting him to publish what I 
might have to say in reply. I next bought fifty copies of the 
Daily Globe containing an act. [account] of the disgraceful 
proceedings of yesterday, and franked them home. I then 
tended the session of the House till nearly five P. M. There 
were many more boisterous speeches made, and two votes for 
Speaker, but no choice. Lynn Boid [Boyd] had the highest of 
anyone. The House next adjourned. I went to supper, and 
after that was writing in my room, when Mr. Whitney, the cele- 
brated railroad man, called on me and wished me to go to 
Gadsby's and see his plans. I did so, where we remained till 
after 8 P. M. I then returned home, when a letter was laid 
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on my table from W. Weather ford 1 , of Oskaloosa, Iowa, want- 
ing information relative to moving to Oregon. I replied to the 
[amount] of a whole sheet immediately, recommending him to 
go. After this I wrote the memorandum of this day, read the 
ordinance of 1787, other reading and went to bed about 12 at 
night. 

December IS, 1849 — This day I procured the journals of the 
House since 1837 and extracted from two volumes whatever 
related to Oregon, and shall complete the balance as soon as 
possible, and then do the same with those of the Senate. I 
also got fifty of the Daily Globes enveloped and directed them 
to my constituents at home. Attended on the session of the 
House till 4, and devoted the rest of the evening to reading 
and directing papers. The House made no choice of Speaker. 
Boyd of Kentucky got the highest vote. 

December 16, 1849 — This day I went to the Methodist meet- 
ing, and (spent) the balance of the day in writing to my wife 
and others, directing papers &c. 

December 17, 1849 — This morning, immediately after break- 
fast, I called on the P. M. Gen'l, who read me a part of the 
doings of the late P. M. Gen'l relative to our mails. It appears 
that Howland & Aspinwall were let off by agreeing to carry 
the mail by sail vessels to the mouth of Klammet river. The 
P. M. Gen'l requested me to call at his house on the evening 
of the 19th, and I agreed to do so. Next called on the Sec. 
of the Interior, T. Ewing, who informed me he would forward 
the commission of Parrish by next mail, as Sub Ind. Ag't, vice 
Newell. 

Next called on the 1st Comptroller of the Treasury, who 
informed me that he had not forwarded the order to Adair 
to pay off the Legislature, but would do so immediately. I 
urged upon [him] the importance of doing so. Next, attended 
on the House session, which lasted till three. But during the 
session I went over to Capt. Wilkes to examine the charts 
of the mouth of the Columbia. Came back and hunted up the 



i Dr. William Weatherford, who came to Oregon in 1852, first settling in 
Yamhill county, from which he removed to Portland in 1854. 
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number of House bills introduced relative to Oregon, and car- 
ried the same to the person in charge of the H. Documents, 
who said he would find them for me. I then wrote a letter to 
Gen'l Adair, when I was sent for by Capt. Wilkes relative to 
said charts, and agreed to meet him at his house at 12 o'clock 
A. M. on the 18th. I occupied the evening in copying from 
the journals of the House whatever related to Oregon, and 
went to bed at 11 P. M. 

December 18, 1849 — This day I ordered my patent reports to 
be sent down to my room for direction, and at 12 o'clock M., I 
called on Capt. Wilkes to examine his charts, and in the even- 
ing I met the Post Master Gen'l relative to mails to Oregon. 
He informed me that Howland & Aspinwall had obtained lib- 
erty from the late Secretary of the Navy and P. M. General, 
Mason and Johnson, not to run their steamers to Oregon, but 
in consideration that they stopped at intermediate points oft 
the coast, they should be allowed to carry their mail no farther 
than the mouth of the Clammet river, and were not to be bound 
to carry the mail to Oregon by steamer until after they had 
received six months' notice so to do. Upon this I determined to 
call on the Secretary next morning and get him, if possible, 
to make the order immediately. I also hunted up some bills 
on this day that had been introduced into the H. R. relative to 
Oregon. The balance of the day I was writing a reply to a 
slanderous article on Oregon, which had appeared in the 
Boston Courier. 

December 19, 1849 — Immediately after breakfast I got Gov. 
Gaines and called on the Secretary of the Navy and requested 
him to make the order above referred to on Howland & Aspin- 
wall to carry the mail to Oregon by steamer. He assured us 
that so soon as Congress was organized he would enforce the 
performance of this contract to the letter ; in other words, that 
he would order the steamers to run to Oregon. He also said, 
in reply to a request that a vessel might be sent to Oregon to 
be at the disposal of the Gov't, that he would have one sent, 
that he had or would inform Com. Jones that but one vessel 
must remain in the harbor at San Francisco. 
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I next called on the Comptroller. I found he had not, as 
promised, made the order on Gen'l Adair to pay out of money 
in his hands, belonging to the Gov't, the expenses of the late 
Oregon legislature. He promised faithfully that he would do 
it on this day. At noon I went to the session, during which 
time I hunted up Senate documents concerning Oregon. I 
next directed my Patent reports, wrote several letters, and sent 
several papers home to Oregon. Went to Democratic caucus 
in the evening, came home and went to bed at 12 o'clock M. 

December 20, 1849 — Attended the session this day as usual. 
No speaker chosen. The balance of the day I was completing 
my reply to the slanderous article which appeared in the Boston 
Courier. This day I received a letter from Troy from a gentle- 
man who wished to go to Oregon to print some paper. He was 
a Whig in politics. I replied to him that I was a Democrat, 
gave him what information he wanted, and told him I had no 
objections to his starting a Whig paper, as I nor any democrat 
had no views we were afraid to have discussed. I also copied 
some of the Journals of the House relative to Oregon. 

December 21, 1849 — Immediately after breakfast, I went to 
Gov. Gaines' room, from whence he and I went to see Collamer, 
Postmaster Gen'l, to get him to appoint a mail agent in Oregon. 
He requested us to put in writing what we wanted. We went 
home, and I wrote a letter recommending the appointment of 
an Oregon man. But finding out that the Department would 
have none appointed but a Whig, and that that was the in- 
clination of Gov. Gaines, I recommended Mr. Lownsdale. 1 I 
also recommended O'Neil, Avery, Skinner, E. F., Haun, 
Spaulding, Burkhart, Kellogg, and Simmons for Postmasters 
&c. Here Gaines wished me to tell him who was Post Master 
at Oregon City. I did so. He asked what kind of a man he 
was, politics &c. I told him that I did not like the man, but 
that I should not recommend his removal. He asked me for 
the name of a man who was a Whig. I told him J. D. Holman. 1 



i Daniel H. Lownsdale, an Oregon pioneer of 1845. 

1 Father of Frederick V. Holman, president of the Oregon Historical Society. 



Diary 169 

After this I attended on the session of the House; next 
hunted up some Senate Documents concerning Oregon. After 
supper, I carried my reply to the Vancouver letter to the In- 
telligencer office for publication, and then came home and 
went to copying the Journals of the House relative to Oregon. 
About half past seven I went up to the President's, as it was 
reception night, when everyone who pleases has access to the 
White House and is allowed to promenade [in] the East 
Room and the halls. It was quite a showy time. I next came 
home and copied more journals, and went to bed about 12 M. 

December 22, 1849 — This morning I read the papers and 
copied a letter which I wrote Mr. Collamer, Postmaster Gen'l, 
and directed some papers to my constituents. I then went to 
the session of the House, where I remained till about six 
o'clock. Today a resolution passed to ballot three times, and 
if no one was elected Speaker in that time, then he who had 
the highest number of votes on the 4th ballot was to be elected. 
On the 1st ballot Cobb had 95, Winthrop 90 ; 2nd ballot, Howell 
Cobb had 95 and Winthrop 96; 3rd ballot, Cobb had 97, Win- 
throp 97; 4th ballot, Cobb had 102 and Winthrop had 100, 
after which Stanley offered a resolution declaring Cobb duly 
elected, which prevailed, some 31 voting against it. In the 
evening I copied from the Journals of 1 ses. 29th Con., and 
went to bed at 12 o'clock. 

December 23rd, 1849 — This morning, being Sunday, we did 
not have breakfast till about 9 o'clock, immediately after which 
I went to class meeting and presented my letter of admittance 
to Br. Purcell. Next after this I went to the Wesleyan Chapel 
and listened to a professor of Dickinson College who preached 
from John, 3rd chapter, and I think first verse : "What manner 
of love hath he bestowed on us that we should be called the 
sons of God." The sermon labored to show our duty to God, 
illustrating by the relations of father and children on earth. 
By his position it would seem that until after the advent of 
Christ, no one of the Jews was ever in the habit of calling 
God his father, but that, until that time, the relation was con- 
sidered more like that of servant. He also illustrated the 
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difference of obeying through fear or hope of reward, and 
that of obeying through pure filial love. Nevertheless it was 
not wrong to hold out inducements of happiness and heavenly 
reward to urge along the Christian on his way. God had done 
this, and these grew brighter in proportion as the pilgrim had 
progressed on his journey. 

After the sermon, he remarked that a collection would be 
taken up to aid Dickinson College in her efforts to educate 
the young men of the Church. I gave fifty cents, and the same 
amount to Br. Purcell to support our minister. Here goes 
a dollar, and I hope that the declaration, "Honor the Lord 
with thy substance, then shall thy barns be filled and thy press 
overflow with new wine," will be realized by me. After this 
I wrote a letter to 1 Col. Ford, one to J. Conser and one to Wes- 
ley Shannon. Sent some papers and read. I went to bed about 
half past ten. 

December, Monday, 24, 1849 — On this day I attended the 
session of the House, wrote &c. 

24th and 25th was at Baltimore. 

26th I attended the session of the House and wrote several 
letters in answer to some sent me inquiring about Oregon. 

27th, the House adjourned till Monday, the last day of 
December. 

December 28, 1849 — This day, after breakfast, I went up 
to the office of the Secretary of the Navy to get copies or 
extracts from the contracts and correspondence concerning the 
mail route from Panama to Astoria. After getting this, I was 
sent for by Mr. Preston, Sec'y of the Navy, relative to giving 
notice to Aspinwall to run the mail steamers to Oregon. He 
said he had power to order them to touch at two points on the 
coast of Oregon, and asked me where the other place should 
be aside from Astoria. I told him Nesqually, in my judgment, 
but to be safe I would see Capt. Wilkes. So I went to see 
Capt. Wilkes and he recommended Nesqually. I then returned 
to my room and wrote the Secretary to order them to discharge 
and take mail at Astoria and Nesqually, which I supposed he 
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would do next day. I sent the letter to him by S. L. Harris, 
a clerk in the Department. This took me till night. In the 
evening I was engaged till eleven in directing Pres. messages 
to my constituents, writing to some of them &c. 

December 29, 1849 — This morning I went to see the Sec. 
of the Interior. He informed me that he had removed R. 
Newell and appointed J. L. Parrish. I next called on the 1st 
Comptroller of the Treasury and he informed me he had sent 
the order to General Adair to pay off the Legislature. I next 
went and drew my travel and took up Stephen Coffin's draft 
on me, of Oregon, for eighteen hundred dollars. I also bought 
100 of Pres. message with accompanying documents for my 
constituents, and directed 100 papers to same. I also wrote 
my wife, telling her to call on said Coffin and tell him to pay 
her one thousand dollars in Am. gold, and deliver up to her 
my note due to G. Abernethy for seven hundred dollars, and 
that he and I would be square, as I borrowed one hundred 
dollars of him at San Francisco. Also wrote to Parrish in- 
forming him of his apt.; answered several letters relative to 
Oregon, drew up a resolution relative to extinguishing Ind. 
title to land in Oregon, and went to bed at 11. 

December 30, 1849 — This day was Sunday, and by reason 
of having to go to the Intelligencer office to examine the proof 
sheet of an article I had prepared to [answer] the slanderous 
letter from Vancouver, I got belated so that I did not go to 
meeting at all. So I wrote two or three letters home to people 
in Oregon, drew up a resolution to offer in the House on 
Monday, and did some other work and went to bed at 10 
o'clock in the evening. 

December 31, 1849 — On this day, in the forenoon, I drew up 
two resolutions, one to call the attention of the Committee on 
Indian affairs to the extinguishment of the Indian title to land 
in Oregon, and one to call the Comt. on Territories and on the 
Judiciary to Puget Sound Ag. Com. lands & possessory rights 
of H. B. Company and British subjects to land in Oregon. 

After attending the session, I wrote a letter and carried it 
to the President requesting him to declare Portland and Nes- 
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qually in Oregon, ports of delivery, as he is empowered to do 
by the organic law, and to appoint surveyors. I next went to 
Thos. Ewing, Sec'y of the Interior, relative to getting a law 
passed to extinguish the Indian title, establishing agencies and 
appointing agents and sub-agents, &c. It seems to be the de- 
termination that no Democrat shall be appointed to office. I 
then came back, between nine and ten, and there being a social 
party among the members of our boarding club, I had to 
attend for an hour or more, and when I returned to my room 
about ten or after, I found a letter on my table from Wm. F. 
Moseley of Michigan, requesting information for certain per- 
sons who wished to emigrate to Oregon. I replied in a letter 
of over four pages, and forwarded it to the Detroit Free Press 
for publication, requesting the editor to forward me a paper, 
and one to Mr. M. I had previously directed 100 Pres. mes- 
sages with accompanying Doc.'s to the people in Oregon. I 
retired at half past twelve at night. 

January 1, 1850— This day was New Year's, and in the 
morning I called on D. R. Atchison of the Senate and Chair- 
man of the Committee on Indian Affairs in the Senate, for 
the purpose of getting him to aid in getting through a bill for 
the extinguishment of Indian titles in Oregon, and establishing 
Indian agents and agencies. He promised to report a bill next 
week. I next went to my room and put in writing for that 
committee such suggestions as I thought might be of use 
to the Committee to enable it to frame a proper bill, and went 
and handed the same to Mr. Atchison. 

I then drew up a resolution to instruct the Comt. on Post 
Offices and Post Roads to inquire into the expediency of 
making or establishing certain mail routes in Oregon, also a 
resolution to the Committee on the Judiciary to inquire as to 
the rights of the H. B. Co., British subjects, and the Puget 
Sound Agricultural Company, under the treaty of June 15th, 
1846 ; also instructing the Comt. on Territories to inquire as to 
the expediency of making appropriations for the purchase of 
the P. S. [A.] Co.'s lands. I then drew up the title to two bills, 
one for making appropriations of land in Oregon for improve- 
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ment of the navigation of the Willamette, and the other for the 
payment of the Cayuse war debt. I then read an hour, then 
wrote a letter to Sec'y of State to inquire about the consulship 
at Panama, and after sundry other things, went to bed at 11 
o'clock. 

January 2nd, 1850 — There being no session on this day, I 
prepared a title to some bills, and drew up some resolutions, 
and visited members of the Senate to get them interested for 
the bill to extinguish title. Wrote a letter to my wife, directed 
some newspapers, and corrected the proof sheet of my article 
in the Nat. Intelligencer in reply to the slanderous communi- 
cation of the Boston Courier. I also paid for the Intelligencer 
for Winston, Tompkins, and Moore 1 , and took receipts for 
one year. Went to bed after eleven. 

January 3rd, 1850 — This day I attended the session of the 
House, wrote a long letter to New York in answer to inquiries 
made concerning Oregon, also another to Vermont. Paid over 
the money for 9 Unions for subscribers in Oregon, and in the 
evening visited Benton to get his aid to get the Indian bill 
through the Senate, and was bored all the balance of the even- 
ing with company so I could do nothing, and went to bed at 11. 

January 4, 1850 — This day was Friday. In the morning I 
called on Hobbie, by invitation, to see about advertising for 
proposals to carry the mail in Oregon. He requested me to 
call next day at 11. I then went to the Intelligencer office and 
ordered 25 [copies] of that paper to send home. I then at- 
tended the session of the House, but nothing was done, but 
adjourned till Monday next. I then went to the Senate and 
heard Cass on his Hungarian resolutions. In the morning I 
became alarmed about Robert Moore's gold which I had sent to 
the mint at Philadelphia, because I had received no receipt, 
so I telegraphed the office of the mint and received for answer 
that it had been deposited, but no specific directions given. I 
then wrote to hold the same, and not pay over without an order 
under my signature or to me in person. In the evening I 

i James Winston, Tompkins and Robert Moore, residents of Clackamas 

county. 
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called on General Rusk of Texas to get him as one of the 
Comt. on Indian Affairs to aid in forwarding the bill for the 
extinguishment of Indian title to lands in Oregon. He promised 
me he would do all in his power. After writing several letters, 
and receiving several asking for information concerning Ore- 
gon, I went to bed at 11. 

January 5, 1850 — This morning, immediately after break- 
fast, I went to see the President about the ports of delivery 
in Oregon. He informed me that he had referred my letter 
to the Sec'y of the Treasury. I called at his room, but he was 
not in. I then went to see Hobbie and arranged with him 
the advertisement for proposals to carry the mail on sundry 
routes in Oregon. After this I called on the Sec. of the Treas- 
ury again. He was not in. I then went to my room, and wrote 
him a letter relative to said ports, and urged him to attend to 
it. I next wrote a reply to Bache, Supt. of the Coast Survey, 
informing him that the Methodist Institute was all the scien- 
tific or literary institution that I knew of in Oregon, but that 
so soon as I should be informed whether the Legislature in- 
corporated more, I would inform him. I then wrote a long 
letter to Gov. Lane, et al., in Oregon, informing them what I 
had got done about the Pacific mail and mail steamers. I 
next wrote a letter to the Secretary of War, asking an inter- 
view with him relative to the troops in Oregon. I wished him 
to occupy said troops in building military roads. After much 
other work, I retired at half past eleven. 

January 6, 1850 — This was Sunday, so immediately after 
breakfast I went to class meeting, and after that to preaching, 
and came home at half past 12. I then wrote [until] dinner 
on an answer to several letters written me about Oregon. 
After dinner I went with Hamblin and Fuller over into Vir- 
ginia to the site of Jackson City, and to the Alexandria and 
Georgetown Canal. This Jackson City is one of the fruits of 
speculation in Gen'l Jackson's administration by men who 
wished to make a fortune. A town was laid off here, when 
there never was a house built, the corner-stone of the city 
laid in great state, with the deeds, books, and memorandums 
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deposited in a niche between the nether and upper stone. The 
upper stone had been removed and the papers taken away. 
Thus arose and fell the Jackson City. The General was present 
at the laying of the said stone. 

I returned about dark, and wrote on said answer sometime 
till 8 o'clock, then wrote to my wife and to L. N. Phelps of 
New Hampshire to get him to go to Oregon. Next read some, 
wrote the memorandum of this day and went to bed at 11 P. M. 

January 7, 1850 — Immediately after breakfast, I went up 
to the Treasury to see the Secretary about the ports of delivery 
in Oregon. He was not in. I then went and got some bills to 
send for papers for persons who had sent money by me. Sent 
money $6.25 to the N. Y. Tribune, and 9 dolls, to the N. Y. 
Herald, as per charge in my book. I then bought six more 
Intelligencers containing my letter, to send to persons who had 
read the one in the Courier and who had written me about it. 
Sent one to Ohio Statesman and requested him to publish, 
and wrote him to advocate our claims to donations of land. 

Next attended on the session of the House, and while they 
were balloting for clerk which they did not elect this day, 
I went to the Senate and talked with Atchison, Rusk, Benton, 
and Corwin about our Indian bill, and got Douglas to call up 
and get passed his resolution relative to Indian title in Oregon 
&c. I also heard J. P. Hale and Clay speak on Cass's resolution 
to dissolve diplomatic intercourse with Austria. Hale pre- 
tended he was favorable, but moved to include Russia, and the 
whole tenor of his arguments was opposed to it. Clay opposed 
it, and while Hale was speaking of Cass, remarks about liberty 
and the rights of man, I thought truly they were noble and 
Heaven-born sentiments, and when he spoke them, methought 
I heard Deity himself sitting on his throne with the listening 
hosts of Heaven round him, while he called one of his strong- 
est and most vigilant guardian angels, and giving him a shield 
of livid fire, bid him to protect and defend those sentiments. 

After supper, I went to see John Bell who had charge of 
the Indian bill from the Committee. After talking with him, 
I came home and wrote seven pages to him on the subject of 
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Indians west of the Cascade mountains, and carried it to the 
U. S. Hotel and left it for him. I then came home, and after 
writing some and reading, I went to bed at eleven. 

January 8, 1850 — This morning I went to see the Secretary 
of the Treasury to get him to declare Portland and Nesqually 
Ports of Delivery, and appoint Surveyors. He wished me 
to recommend names for Surveyors, when it should be done. 
In the evening I wrote him the letter and recommended Wm. 
M. King for Portland and [Michael T.] Simmons for Ne- 
squally. I then went to the session of the House, but received 
a letter there from the Secretary of War requesting me, in 
answer to a letter I had written him, to call on him at one 
P. M. I immediately went and [had] an interview with him 
relative to employing the troops in Oregon in constructing 
military roads. He said he would have them so ordered. He 
also wished me to give him a statement in writing about Major 
Hathaway's chartering the British vessel and sending out the 
expedition to meet the troops. I then left them and went to the 
Post Office Department to see to having the commissions of 
postmasters and the Post Office agent sent by the mail of the 
13th. They were done so. Next came home to dinner, and 
after that visited Col. Benton's, by invitation, to tea. After 
that came home, wrote a letter to Col. King and D. H. Lowns- 
dale, wrote another letter to the Secretary of War to inquire 
whether Oregon was entitled to present a pupil to the West 
Point Academy, and the necessary steps to get admitted. Also 
wrote another letter to the Secretary of the Treasury giving 
an act of the British vessel carrying Government troops and 
stores to Nesqually from Vancouver, and requested him to 
order Adair to seize the vessel and have it confiscated. Also 
wrote a letter to Abbott L. Lovejoy about going to Oregon. 
At the session in the House I also gave notice of a motion for 
Com. to bring in three bills, one for laws in Oregon to im- 
prove the navigation of the Willamette and other rivers, one 
for the relief of Oregon, and one to make compensation to 
Jos. Lane and others for expenses in getting to Oregon. Went 
to bed at 12. 
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January 9, 1850 — This morning I wrote till session time on 
an article in reply to contemplated Oregon emigrants, for the 
Ohio Statesman. I then attended the session of the House, 
during which time I wrote a letter to a Mr. Sawyer of Ells- 
worth, Maine, in answer to his letter of inquiry about Oregon. 
I then came home and wrote on my letter to the Statesman 
till eleven, when I went to bed. 

January 10, 1850 — This day, immediately after breakfast, 
H. H. Hunt 1 of Oregon called on me. After he went away, 
I wrote on my article to the Ohio Statesman until he called 
again, when we went to attend on the session of the House. 
After the session closed, I then wrote on my article. In the 
evening Hunt called again, and we agreed to call on the P. 
M. Gen'l to see if Hunt could not get the mail to carry from 
Astoria to Oregon City. After he went away, S. H. Blake 
of Bangor, Me., called. After he left, I continued and finished 
my article. I received a letter today from H. T. Webb of 
Johnsville, Md., inquiring after his brother Wm. Webb. I 
also received one from H. T. Blanchard, from Whitehall, N. 
Y., inquiring after Oregon &c. 

In the evening I received one from Hon. Wm. M. Meredith, 
informing me that the President had this day signed a proc- 
lamation declaring Portland and Nesqually, ports of delivery, 
with all the privileges allowed by law to such ports. It was 
after twelve when I got through. 

January 11, 1850 — This morning, immediately after break- 
fast, I went with Mr. Hunt to the Post Master GenTs to see 
about getting for him the contract for carrying the mail from 
Astoria to Oregon City. We were informed that no contracts 
could be let till next May. I then went to the Secretary of 
the Treasury who had sent for me to come and see him about 
appointing surveyors of the ports of Portland and Nesqually. 
He asked me what King's politics were. I informed him that 
they were democratic. He then asked if there was no Whig 
there that he could appoint. I informed him that there were 

i Henry H. Hunt, of th« "Astoria Mill," who established it on the south 
bank of the Columbia river, a few miles east of Astoria, in 1845. 
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Whigs there ; but I could not recollect the names of any I could 
recommend, and assured him that Mr. King would give satis- 
faction. I perceived he did not want to appoint a Democrat, 
but said he would let me know what would be done tomorrow. 
So I went to the House Session, and after that spent the whole 
evening in franking papers to Oregon, and went to bed at 11. 

January 12, 1850 — This day I went again to see the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury about the appointments of surveyors in 
Oregon. Could not see him and I wrote him a letter. Attended 
the session of the house which balloted or voted for Sergeant- 
at-Arms, but without a choice. Mr. Lane was withdrawn. I 
wrote to Mr. Cornwall about getting his son into the West 
Point Academy. Got some patent reports and franked them 
home to Oregon, also franked some speeches of Cass. 

January 13, 1850 — This day was Sunday. I attended class 
meeting in the morning, and then went to preaching. The 
text was, "The Lord rains" [reigns] and the drift of the 
discourse was to show that all things in the moral and physical 
world are [under] the immediate supervision of God. 

After meeting I came home and wrote a letter to the editors 
of the Union, the purport of which was to draw from them an 
answer whether they are believers in the doctrine that a state 
has a constitutional right to resist the laws of the Union, if 
such state shall be of opinion that such laws are either im- 
politic or unconstitutional, and to know if they would favor, 
or oppose, such resistance for cause that California shall be 
admitted into the Union as a free state with her constitution 
as adopted. And in an accompanying note, I said to them, if 
resistance is to be made on such grounds, then let the blood 
of him who first makes the attempt wipe out the stain of 
the rebellion. I say so now. I then wrote a letter to my wife, 
and one to Chicopee. Today I had a long talk with a Mr. 
Fitch of Michigan, about going to Oregon to start a Demo- 
cratic paper. Went to bed between ten and eleven. 

January 14, 1850 — This day I drew up two bills, one appro- 
priating land for the improvement of the navigation of the 
Willamette and other rivers, and the other for payment of the 
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Cayuse War debt. I also called on John Bell about the Indian 
bill. He has not yet reported it, but says he will soon. I also 
carried my letter to the Intelligencer to publish. In the evening 
I received a mail from Oregon, but nothing from my wife. 
I also wrote many letters and did not go to bed till one A. M. 
January 15, 1850 — Went through the usual routine. 

January 16, 1850 — This day was spent by the House in 
attempting to elect doorkeeper. Today I wrote a letter to Col. 
Benton in answer to his inquiring about negro's rightf in 
Oregon. Attended the session of the House, franked 14 Pat. 
Repts. to Oregon, wrote several letters, and attended the 
Smithsonian lecture in the evening. Wrote letter to the Oregon 
Spectator, and went to bed at twelve. 

January 17, 1850 — This day the agents of the Pacific Mail 
steamers called on me about the harbors in Oregon. I wrote 
a letter to Robt. Moore about it. Also wrote six pages for 
the Ohio Statesman in answer to inquiries attended the ses- 
sion of the House, and talked with members of the House and 
Senate relative to what I supposed was going about the Pacific 
line. Was quite unwell during the day and night. Went to 
bed at eleven. 

January 18, 1850 — Wrote letters today to some two or 
three relative to Oregon, one to Franklin Jenkins, who asked 
me to assist him to Oregon. Mr. Aspinwall called on me 
today with Mr. Bartlett who called yesterday. We had a 
long talk about matters and things connected with the steamers, 
and he told me he thought the steamers would go to Oregon 
before the time set by the Sec. of the Navy. I got from them 
Sir Geo. Simpson's letter, and copied it, and sent the same 
with a short letter to Robert Moore. After various other bus- 
iness, being quite unwell all the time, I went to bed at 11. 

January 19, 1850 — This day, soon after breakfast, the fol- 
lowing gentlemen called, Henry Chancy, Edwin Bartlett, G. G. 
Howland, and S. S. Howland, relative to the Pacific Mail 
Steamers. They assured me they would accomodate Oregon. 
At their request to name some person whom they could employ 
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to erect ice houses, I gave them the name of Col. J. Taylor. 1 
They said [they] should write to him, and would enter into 
the ice trade from Oregon down the coast. After they left 
I went to see John Bell, Senator from Tennessee, about bring- 
ing in the Indian bill. Then attended a session of the House 
occupied in choosing a door-keeper. House postponed the 
order of the House to elect its officers till the first of March 
1851. During the session I wrote a letter to Mr. Crane of the 
N. Y. Ev. Post relative to going to Oregon to start a paper, 
also a letter to Blain about the news of election of the House 
and the steamers. Today I sent two gold dollars and fifty 
cents in silver to the Louisville Journal for James M. Moore, 
and lest it might be lost, wrote a separate letter to the editor 
appraising him of the fact. Also wrote to the Presbyterian for 
Robert Moore. Sent a card to the Spectator, and the answer 
of the Sec. of the Navy in relation to the British vessel carrying 
troops from Vancouver to Nesqually in 1849, with a note 
accompanying same, franked 18 patent reports of 48 to Oregon. 
After attending to various other business I went to bed, but 
after I had gone to bed I received a letter by mail from E. 
Cranston, 2 Ohio, wishing information relative to Oregon. He 
had written me once before to which I had replied, and he had 
published my reply in his village paper. After this I went 
to sleep. 

January 20, 1850 — This morning attended class meeting and 
preaching meeting from the following text, 2nd Chapter, 5th 
verse of Revelations, "Remember therefore from whence thou 
hast fallen and repent and do thy first work over else I will 
come quickly and overturn thy candle-stick out of its place 
except thou repent." The tendency of the discourse was to 
prove that a person once converted to God could fall from 
grace again, which position was maintained by a most con- 
clusive course of reasoning. After meeting I wrote a letter 
to my much loved wife in which I told her about my dream 



i Col. James Taylor, residing at Astoria. 

2 Ephraim Cranston, who came to Oregon in 1851, settling with his family 
in Manon county. He was the father of Mrs. A. H. Breyman, now living in 
Portland. 
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concerning Henry Bouy ; how I loved him, and how anxious 
I felt for him. After this I wrote eight pages to Mr. E. 
Cranston whose letter I received last night. At his request 
I gave him liberty to publish it. This took me till about 9 
in the evening. 

January 21, 1850 — This day the House determined to post- 
pone the further election of its officers till the first day of 
March, 1851. I attended the session. After session I visited 
Atchison about the Indian bill. He informed me that the 
Comt. had instructed Bell to bring in a bill. I then went to see 
Bell, but he had gone to a party, so I did not see him. I then 
came home and wrote a long letter to Thomas M. Cooley 1 of 
Adrian, Michigan, in answer to a letter he wrote me about 
Oregon, and went to bed at 11. 

January 22nd, 1850 — Today I went to see Bell about bring- 
ing in the Indian bill. He said he would bring it in this 
week, but wished to see the Commissioner on Indian Affairs 
and have an interview with me. Attended the session of the 
House &c. Wrote some in the evening &c. 

January 23, 1850 — This day I went to see Douglas to get 
him to push up Mr. Bell to bring in the Indian bill. He said 
he would do it. I occupied the most of the forenoon in drawing 
up resolutions to bring the subject of land donations in Ore- 
gon before the Committee on Territories. Attended the session 
of the House, and occupied the evening in drawing up other 
resolutions to bring the defects of our organic laws before the 
Committee on Territories, and a resolution instructing the 
Committee on Public Lands to inquire into the propriety of 
establishing a land office in Oregon. Also franked some Docu- 
ments home. 

January 24, 1850 — This day I went to the Treasury Depart- 
ment to see about the pension of Aaron Payne, got a draft 
on the Sub Treasury at New York for 144 dolls, and a letter 



i A native of Attica, N. Y., born in 1824, who became a citizen of Michigan 
in 1843, was admitted to the bar in 1846, and later on became a national 
authority on constitutional law, and in 1887 was chairman of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. 
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authorizing the agent at Springfield, 111., to pay the balance due 
from Sept. 4, 1848, to March 4, 1849, on my receipt to him. 
This letter with my receipt I sent to the agent at Springfield. 
Wrote to Robt. Moore to pay over the 144 dolls, to Mr. Payne, 
and I would lay out that sum for him for paper. I wrote a 
note to the Spectator to notify Mr. Payne of the fact. I also 
received a letter from Wm. H. Wilson of Hebron, Ind., telling 
me to send the 20 dolls sent by Blain by mail, and making inqui- 
ries about the mails to Oregon and the cost and time of getting 
there. I replied according to facts and told him I would send 
the money in a day or two, as I had no paper now. , I also 
went to see Bell again about the Indian bill. Attended the 
session of the House and endeavored to offer some resolutions, 
but could not under the rule, as objections were made. I 
attended the Smithsonian lecture in the evening, and franked 
papers to Oregon, and went to bed at 12. 

January 25, 1850 — This day the House was not in session. 
We adjourned yesterday over till Monday. Today I have 
worked hard all day till now, ten o'clock P. M., writing letters 
to persons who have writtten for information about Oregon, 
and in preparing resolutions, looking up matters &c. I have 
just finished a letter to Phillip Painter, Avon Post Office, St. 
Genevieve Co., Mo., relative to money &c, &c. I had some time 
ago written and informed him that there was on deposit for 
him 553 dolls, at the Mint, and other matters, but it seems 
when he wrote to me January 8th, he had not received my 
letter. I am now very much fatigued, and am going to bed. 

January 26, 1850 — This day the House was not in session. 
I devoted the whole day to writing. Went to see the Secretary 
about the appointment of surveyors. Did not see him, but 
learned none were yet appointed. 

January 27, 1850 — Today was Sunday. Did not attend 
Class meeting. Attended preaching and with some interrup- 
tion, spent the rest of the day in writing a long letter to J. H. 
Watson of Ohio in answer to inquiry about Oregon. 



Diary 183 

January 28, 1850 — Today the House was in session. Oc- 
cupied the forenoon in finishing the letter commenced on yes- 
terday. The House did not get through with the States in the 
call for petitions, so I got no chance to offer anything for 
Oregon. In the evening finished the above letter, went to see 
Bell about the Indian bill, and went to bed, after franking 
documents, about 11 o'clock. 

January 29, 1850 — This day went to see Bell again. He 
said he had the bill ready and would report it next day. Went 
to see the Secretary about the appointment of the surveyors 
of Portland and Nesqually. He said Porter would be appointed, 
but gave me to understand King would not. I had recom- 
mended these men, one from each party, so that King might 
be appointed. Meredith said if he appointed King, the Whigs 
of Oregon would find fault. I replied that half was fair, and 
that if all Whigs were appointed, it would arouse party feeling 
in Oregon. I insisted King was a good man, lived at Port- 
land, and ought to be appointed. I told him Mr. Hunt would 
recommend King. He then wanted I should wait till Hunt 
came. 

I went home and in the evening wrote him a private letter 
to the same effect and stated to him that the effect would be, 
if he should refuse to appoint any Democrat in Oregon, to 
raise a party excitement which the Whigs themselves in Ore- 
gon professed not to want. I then wrote a confidential letter 
to King on the subject — confidential because I did not wish 
to hurry party excitement in Oregon. This day I received a 
letter from S. Coffin, dated Oct. 31, stating he had written 
twice to Lownsdale, Portland, to pay up the Abernethy $700 
note (seven hundred) &c. and that if I paid his draft as I 
have he would owe me one thousand besides the redemption of 
the note. Attended the session of the House and the Smith- 
sonian Lecture in the evening. Saw Atchison about the In- 
dian bill. 

January 30, 1850 — Attended session of the House. Went 
to see Douglas in the morning about the Oregon Indian bill. 
Went to see Cor win about the same after the House adjourned, 
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and Benton. After supper went to the Senate printer to get 
the bill printed and have it laid on the table in the morning. 
Wrote letters in the evening, and corrected proof sheet of a 
long letter to sundry individuals inquiring about Oregon, and 
went to bed at 11 P. M. 

January 31, 1850 — Today I went to the Intelligencer office 
to see the proof sheet of my letter corrected. Attended session 
of the House which adjourned on the announcement of the 
death of a member from Ohio. Saw Dodge to get him to in- 
troduce a resolution about Geological Survey of Oregon. Saw 
Dickinson and Whitcomb to get them to help on my Indian 
bill. Came down to my room and wrote a long letter to Capt. 
Geo. Kimball of "The California Packet" now lying at Boston 
with a load of emigrants bound to form an agricultural town. I 
endeavored to persuade him that his company should go to 
Oregon. I had previously written to Green, editor of the 
Boston Post, for information about the company and to get 
him to suggest the propriety of the company's going to Ore- 
gon. Then wrote a letter to W. Blain 1 to get him to correspond 
with the N. Y. Herald in order to have our country repre- 
sented in the columns of that paper. Having heard Douglas 
was about to report a bill for the admission of California, 
into the Union, with the southern boundary extending only 
to where the coast mountains meet the spur of the Sierra 
Nevada, I went to see him and entreated him not to let slavery 
touch the Pacific. Told him that no project would do which 
did not give to California at least to the Sierra Nevada and 
so following on the dividing ridge between the waters flow- 
ing into the Pacific from those flowing into the great basin 
and the Colorado, and extending to the southern line of Cal- 
ifornia. He assured me he was in favor of admitting California 
anyhow, rather than that she should not be admitted. He 
appeared to approve my idea, and I don't believe he will vote 
for any project to allow any territory to embrace any part 
of California west of said dividing ridge. We next had a 



i Wilson Blain, editor of the Spectator, Oregon City, and a pioneer of 1848. 



Diary 185 

conversation about the railroad, and he favors the northern 
pass and the terminus Puget Sound. 

I then went to the printing office and got the Oregon Indian 
bill, and sent a copy to the Spectator, accompanied by a letter. 
Next attended the Smithsonian lecturie. Next wrote a letter 
to the Boston Cultivator, to see on what terms the paper 
could be sent to Oregon to subscribers. Franked some docu- 
ments and went to bed at 11. 

February 1, 1850 — This day I got a resolution passed bring- 
ing our Indian affairs before the committee. Spoke to sundry 
individuals about the bill reported in the Senate. Got the 
Intelligencer containing my long letter, and sent to sundry 
papers requesting them to publish. 

February 2, 1850 — This day the House did not sit. Wrote 
a letter to Albert Small of Cedarville, Ohio, relative to Oregon, 
in answer to inquiry made by him, also wrote to Seth May 
same, attended Smithsonian lecture on agriculture, sent to 
Oregon two notes from Post Office department announcing 
the establishment of P. O. at Milwaukie and Tualatin Plains, 
with sundry other letters and things during the day, and went 
to bed at eleven. 

February 3, 1850 — Wrote a letter to my wife, one to B. 
Simpson, confidential, one to A. VanDusen, one to Mr. Sim- 
mons, sent with a paper, wrote a long letter to the Secretary 
of War explaining to him the situation of the roads by Mt. 
Hood and the canyon, and their importance to emigrants. 
Urged him to send an order to Oregon to have soldiers sent 
to repair those roads previous to the arrival of the emigrants. 
Wrote a short note to the Spectator to urge the early ascer- 
tainment of the amount of the Cayuse war debt and have the 
amount with the vouchers accompanied by a request from 
the Governor that the same might be paid. Wrote a letter 
to S. Burch, Jacob Conser and to E. H. Bellinger. Sent them 
papers and went to bed, half past ten. 

February 4, 1850 — This day went to see Ewing, Secy, of 
the Interior, to see if I could get an order on the Governor 
of Oregon to remove the Indians from Linn City. 1 Received 

i The site of Linn City was on the west bank of the Willamette river, oppo- 
site Oregon City, and it was washed away by the flood of December, 1861. 
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a letter from Secretary of State relative to Russian ports 
on the Pacific, a copy of which, with a short note of my own, 
I sent to Spectator for publication. Also wrote a letter to 
Secretary of State reminding him that a previous letter of 
mine to him about printing U. S. laws in Oregon paper had not 
been answered, and desired him to let me know of his de- 
cision in the case. Attended the session of the House, but 
Oregon was not reached in the call for resolutions. Went 
to see the chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs about 
getting through my Indian bill. Wrote a letter to Secretary 
of the Treasury relative to the H. B. Company's paying duties 
under the treaty. Got 12 Pat. Reports and franked them to 
Oregon. Also got ten Treasurer's Reports and franked them, 
and after writing sundry letters to others, went to bed at 
twelve. 

February 5 and 6 3 1850 — Went to see Orlando Brown, Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs, to get the order on Lane. He 
promised to give it. Went to the House which adjourned on 
the 5th in consequence of announcement of death of member. 
Heard Clay's speech. Wrote a letter to Ewing, stating to 
him how I wanted the order to run. On the 6th I introduced 
sundry resolutions in the House also two bills. 

February 7th, 1850— This day filed a memorial under the 
rule praying for appropriation for penitentiary in Oregon. 
Also got the Committee to consent to report a joint resolution 
for the Exploring Expedition works for the Oregon Territorial 
Library, which I drew up for them and which Boyd is to report. 
Also saw members of the other committees about other meas- 
ures in Oregon. Attended the Smithsonian lecture in the 
evening by Dr. Potter, and came home and answered three 
letters about Oregon and people in Oregon, and went to bed 
at 12. I should have said that I saw Ewing today, and he 
said the order should go. 

February 8, 1850 — This morning went to see Secretary of 
Navy by his request by note yesterday, relative to mail service 
in 2 steamers to Oregon, post offices and mail routes in same. 
Wished me to communicate to him by letter. I am to do so. 
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Received a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury in 
answer to one of mine relative to the liabilities of the H. B. 
Co. and British subjects trading with the same to pay duties 
on goods imported into Oregon. Sent a copy of the same with 
a letter of mine on the same to Oregon Spectator for publica- 
tion. Attended session of the House, attended Smithsonian 
lecture by Bishop Potter, wrote a letter to A. W. Stockwell 
of Chicopee, and several to others ; went to bed at 12 at night. 

February 9, 1850 — House did not sit today. Went to see 
Brown, Indian Com., about removing the Indians from Linn 
City. Went in the evening to see Ewing about it. Did not 
find him at home. Wrote sundry letters today to persons in- 
quiring about Oregon. 

February 10, 1850 — This day was Sunday. Did not attend 
meeting. Received Oregon mail in the morning which took 
some time to read, also Oregon papers. Wrote a long letter to 
Mr. Blain relative to matters and things here. Wrote sundry 
other letters, and went to bed about 11. 

February 11, 1850 — This morning went to introduce my- 
self to the California reps. Went to see the Secretary of the 
Treasury about printing the laws. Went to see Ewing and 
Commissioner on Indian Affairs to see about getting the In- 
dians removed from Linn City. Attended session of the House, 
made a short speech in Committee of the Whole. In the 
evening wrote a lot of letters. 

February 12, 1850 — This morning ordered one hundred 
Daily Globes and in the evening franked them home. Wrote 
sundry letters on matters connected with Oregon. Attended 
session of the House. Went before the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads to get our post routes established. 
Had a letter from Capt. Kimball about the company bound 
to California, one from F. & D. Fowler inquiring after H. H. 
Hunt. Replied to them. Went to bed past 12 P. M. 

February 13, 1850 — This morning I got resolutions passed 
referring the matter of our improvements at the mouth of 
the river and Puget Sound to the Committee on Commerce. 
Attended the* session of the House. Got the Committee on 



188 Samuel Royal Thurston 

Territories to report a joint resolution giving a copy of the 
narrative and scientific works of the Coast Survey to Oregon 
Territorial Library. Also went before the committee about 
increasing our appropriation for public buildings, also to get 
them to report a bill for appropriation for Penitentiary in Ore- 
gon. Franked a large lot of papers to Oregon. Wrote letters 
to Capt. Kimball of the California Packet, one to Editor Ver- 
mont Gazette, one to Ills., and others, all about Oregon. Went 
to bed at eleven. 

February 14, 1850 — Attended session of the House. Called 
on Mr. Gilbert and got some facts relative to movements in 
California. Spent the evening in preparing items for a speech 
on the admission of California. Wrote reply to letters about 
Oregon. Wrote to Captain Kimball; sent him map of Ore- 
gon. Went to bed at eleven. 

February IS, 1850 — Went to see Capt. Wilkes to get infor- 
mation about California, harbors &c. Next wrote reply to four 
letters, three about Oregon. Attended session of the House. 
Went to see Thos. Ewing, Secretary of the Interior, and carried 
him the Indian bill. Went to see Messrs. Wright, Howland, 
and Aspinwall, to get a chance for to go to Oregon. Went 
and carried a letter to Butler King asking him certain questions 
about California. In the eve, Aspinwall called to see me, and 
we had a talk about chartering a vessel to carry passengers 
to Oregon. Wrote a number of letters to Oregon. In the 
evening, Secretary of the Navy sent for me. Could not go 
because I was under previous engagement to wait for Aspin- 
wall. Franked papers and went to bed at 12 o'clock. 

February 16, 1850 — Today the House did not sit. In the 
morning I went to see Secretary of the Navy at his request. 
He wished to see me about the regularity of the mails to Ore- 
gon. One Mr. Allen in California, had certified that the mails 
had been carried to Oregon with all desirable dispatch. I 
wrote him a letter on that and on P. O. and post routes, and 
went to see A. Dodge and Jesse Bright to get letters they had 
from Pratt and Bryant on the irregularity of the mail to 
Oregon. Sent them to the Secretary. Also wrote two long 
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letters out to Ohio about Oregon. Got the nomination of 
J. A. Cornwall's son, and sent it to his father. Sent several 
papers and letters to Oregon, and occupied the evening in 
preparing material for a speech on the admision of California. 
And here I will record a fact. Some time ago I learned from 
Jesse Bright that he had received letters from Jos. Lane. I 
went to him and looked him full in the eye and asked him if 
Lane said nothing about me. He paused a moment, and then 
replied he said he would show me his letters, but never has. 
I was fully satisfied at the time that Lane had written some- 
thing about me, from the manner Bright answered. He told 
me a few days ago that he got another letter from Lane. I 
indifferently inquired what he said. B. replied that he did not 
write much. I appeared perfectly indifferent, and soon he 
handed me a letter, and said, "Here is Lane's letter." I read it. 
It was but a few lines, merely informing Bright that his son 
Nat had come after his family. Then in another section he said, 
"Let no man say I have not discharged my duties well as 
Governor and Indian Agent/' I thought at the time three 
things : first, that this was not all the letter Lane wrote him, 
2nd, that the letter and latter section was intended for me — 
first to make me believe that Lane had not attacked me to 
Bright, and second to awe me lest I might charge him with 
negligence — and third, that there was a conspiracy to injure 
me. Now, when I called on Bright today I became fully 
satisfied; in the course of the conversation I found Lane had 
written Bright another letter by the last mail, besides the one 
shown me. I found too that Lane had been writing Bright 
about Dr. McLoughlin's claim. I talked indifferently. Bright 
asked me if Dr. McL. was in favor of my election, or opposed 
me. This led me to suppose Lane had been writing to Bright 
to get him to secure McLoughlin's claim to McL, and that he 
had told him that I would oppose it because Dr. McL. had 
opposed me. He then asked me if Dr. McL. had an agent here. 
I purposely replied that I did not know who he was. Bright 
then said he thought he had not. I replied purposely, to 
ascertain his motive for asking the question, "I would like 
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to have you make me believe that." Bright immediately looked 
surprised, and inquired what I meant, and his countenance be- 
trayed his heart fully. I replied that Dr. McL. had had an 
agent at Washington for ten years in my opinion. Bright 
then asked if I knew his name. I said, "No." He then asked 
me how Lane and McL. got along. I replied that I did not 
know; guessed well enough. He also talked round in such 
a way for some time, and it perfectly satisfied me that Lane 
had written him all about matters and had been laboring to 
secure the Oregon City site for Dr. Mc. Bright had before 
dropped the remark something about Lane's letter being 16 
pages. I have recorded these while they are all distinct and 
fresh, lest I might forget them or be liable to mistake in case 
they should come in play. Went to bed at 12}4 o'clock. 

February 17, 1850 — This day was Sunday. Wrote my 
wife a letter in the morning. Then went to class meeting. Next 
went to the Reps Hall to meeting, but it looked so gloomy 
that I did not stop. Came home. Fixed my scrap book, 
prepared some points for a speech, and then walked out. Came 
home, prepared more points, wrote three letters, franked 
some papers, and went to bed about 11. 

February 18, 1850 — From this up to 20th, routine as usual. 

February 21, 1850 — First thing in the morning, wrote a 
letter to B. W. Hampoon about Oregon. Next went to see Mr. 
Grinnell, of the Committee on Commerce, to get him to recom- 
mend appropriation for light-houses in Oregon. Next went to 
the House and wrote a long letter to Rev. J. P. Millar, 1 in 
answer to his letter to me about Oregon. He informed me that 
there are forty or fifty families there who wish to go to Oregon. 
Sent him three letters containing my letters published. 
Next came down to my room and worked on my speech and 
wrote on that till eleven in the evening. Had another letter 
tonight from Michigan about Oregon. I am completely ex- 
hausted, and therefore go to bed at 12. 



i Father of the late Mrs. Elizabeth Millar Wilson, of The Dalles. 



Diary 191 

February 22nd, 1850— I have become of late very forgetful. 
From the 22nd I have been busy writing my speech on the 
admission of California. Have not forgot Oregon, however. 
Have attended to various of her wants. Last Monday got a set 
of resolutions through instructing the Committee on Territories 
to make sundry inquiries. Got the Committee on Indian Affairs 
to report Indian bill. The H. H. Hunt affair also engrossed 
my attention somewhat. It is now the morning of the 27th 
of February. 

February 27th, 1850 — Before breakfast wrote on my speech. 
Attended session of the House. Went to the Senate to get Bell 
to call up the Indian bill. Saw Hall of the House about the 
same. Came down and wrote on my speech. Got a letter from 
H. H. Hunt in the evening. He is sick at Wheeling, Va. Wanted 
me to send him 300 Dollars. Wrote the fact that I had heard 
from him to Blain, Lownsdale, Alta California, and to F. & 
D. Fowler. Went to bed at 12 at night. 

February 28, 1850 — This morning went to see Atchison 
about the Indian bill. Wrote a letter to H. H. Hunt. Attended 
session of the House. Went to see Bell to get him to call up 
the bill. Could not succeed. Sent two papers to Walker of 
Coshocton, Ohio. Finished my speech and commenced taking 
abstract of it in order to speak. Went to bed at 11. 

March 1, 1850-March 14, 1850— From the 1st to the 14th 
I was at Springfield, Mass., and going to negotiate for a 
paper to be started at Oregon City. The parties are A. W. 
Stockwell and Henry Russell. I arrived back here today. 
Have attended session of the House. This evening visited 
G. W. Fitch to get him to report on my resolutions in favor 
of donating land to the Oregon emigrants. Also found that 
P. Painter had drawn a draft on me for twelve hundred dol- 
lars, that I shall make arrangements to pay tomorrow. Have 
been answering letters about Oregon for two hours. I am 
now going to bed at 12 o'clock. 

March 15th, 1850— This morning, before breakfast, I went 
to see J. K. Miller [of Ohio], on the H. B. Company resolu- 
tions ; prepared a resolution to call on the President for infor- 
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mation. After breakfast I went before the committee to get 
them to agree to it. They did so. Attended the session of the 
house, after which, till 1 1 o'clock I was busily engaged answer- 
ing letters about Oregon. Went to bed half past 11. 

March 16th, 1850— This day House did not sit. Went in the 
morning to see Thos. Ewing about our Indian Affairs. He 
requested me to call at 2 P. M. I came home and wrote 
busily to correspondents. Went at two. He gave me Governor 
Lane's report on Indians in Oregon, requested me to read the 
same and make such suggestions as I thought proper after 
reading same. I still kept writing and got my table clear late 
in the evening. I have also had an interview relative to H. B. 
Co.'s rights with Mr. Tappan, of Ohio. This Co. is intriguing 
as usual. I am to meet G. W. Fitch tomorrow night to draw 
up land bill for Oregon. 

March 17th, 1850 — This day was Sunday. I attended class 
meeting, but did not attend church. Wrote most of the day. 
Read two articles. Visited Fitch in the evening about the 
Oregon bill — not very right I admit. Came home and after 
going over other matters, went to bed. 

March 18th, 1850 — This day I went to see Land Com- 
missioner about our laws in Oregon. Went to see Ewing 
about our Indian matters and Meredith about our appropria- 
tions for light houses. Attended session of the House, and 
got the floor when the House adjourned. Spent the evening 
in looking over my speech. 

March 19th, 1850 — This morning, at request of Chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, I gave way for the present 
the making of my speech, attended session, got Mr. Grinnell 
of the Committee of Commerce to write to the Secretary of 
the Treasury about our lighthouses and buoy appropriations. 
I also wrote John Wentworth about the improvements in our 
rivers. I wrote Mr. Post in reply about Mr. Hunt, and a letter 
about Oregon. After session, franked documents, went to 
see Governor Fitch about our land bill. Received three letters 
tonight about Oregon which I shall answer in the morning. 
Went to bed half past eleven. 
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March 20th, 1850 — This day and the twenty-first did the 
usual routine. Visited the Secretary of the Treasury to get 
him to make his estimate for lighthouses and buoys, prepared 
some remarks to offer on my amendment of the Deficiency 
Appropriation bill, and visited several members to get them to 
support same. Wrote numerous letters in reply about Oregon. 

March 23rd, 1850 — This morning prepared my amendment 
and went and attended the session of the house all day till late 
to get a chance to offer my amendment appropriating ten thou- 
sand for Indian service in Oregon. The Chairman ruled me 
out of order. I appealed from his decision, and the Com- 
mittee sustained. Then modified my amendment and it carried 
unanimously, save one. Made a short speech and handed it 
written out to the reporter. In the eve had ten letters making 
many inquiries &c. In the evening attended on the printer, 
corrected the proof sheet, wrote and went to bed at 12. 

March 24th, 1850— It is now the 28th. All this time I 
have been engaged about my speech, printing and correcting it 
&c. Called on Taylor tonight, and recommended A. A. Skin- 
ner to be appointed Judge vice Bryant if Bryant resigned, as 
I hear today he has or will. I have been directing documents 
this evening. It is now 9. 

March 29th, 1850 — This day attended the session of the 
House. Franked some of my speeches to different papers, 
wrote letters &c. Mr. Stockwell left here today. Went to bed 
at 11. 

March 30, 1850 — It is now April 6th, and I have forgotten 
all this time to make my record. I will try again. All this 
forenoon till 2 P. M. I was busy writing letters to inquiries 
about Oregon. I then for the balance of the day occupied 
myself in preparing some law for a speech in support of the 
Oregon Land bill. In the evening I went to the lodge and took 
three degrees in Odd Fellowship. Came home and found 
four more letters inquiring about Oregon. My Oregon mail 
did not reach here today. Today Dana Miller, an old chum 
of mine at Dartmouth College, called on me, whom I had not 
seen for ten years. I knew him at a glance. I am now going 
to bed as it is 11 o'clock. 
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April 7th, 1850 — -This day I received the mail from Oregon 
— not a word from my wife. Was much grieved to think of 
it. Wrote her three or four letters about it. Also wrote a 
letter to the Spectator contradicting a lying report about my 
pledges to Portland. Had a letter from J. M. Moore, two 
from Blain, two from Holderness, one from Cornwall, one 
from Sulger, one from Coffin, one from Lownsdale, &c, &c. 
I wrote all day till twelve o'clock at night, and went to bed. 
Also one from Johnson. 

April 8th, 1850 — This day I got four postmasters appointed 
for Oregon. Wrote three letters to Oregon Spectator, several 
others to Oregon, one to my wife, attended session of House, 
saw Col. Warren about appointing two other Postmasters 
in Oregon. Wrote letters in the evening and franked papers 
home. Had a letter from A. Post about Hunt in the evening, 
also one from Ernest Schueller about Oregon. Went to bed 
at 11. 

April 9, 1850 — This morning I got Harrison Wright ap- 
pointed P. M., also John Lloyd. Got A. Van Dusen appointed 
Sub Indian Agent, and Theo. Magruder appointed Pension 
Agent in Oregon. Called on the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and he is to furnish me a copy of his correspondence about 
lighthouses for Oregon. Attended session of the House. Got 
a letter from General Adair. Went to see Pleasants in the 
evening. Called on the chief clerk of the Survey Department 
of the Land Office. He is to draw the land bill for Oregon. 
Wrote many letters to Oregon, two to the Spectator, &c. Went 
to bed at 11. 

April 10, 1850 — This day I went to get the Sec. of the 
Interior to send some money to our martial [marshal]. He 
refused on the ground that no bonds had even been filed. I 
wrote home to this effect. Then went and saw Dickinson about 
the $10,000 for Indian purposes. He said he would go for it. 
Saw several other senators about same. Then went with 
Judge Potter to fix our post roads. Attended on session of the 
House. Received copy of Secretary of Treasury's correspond- 
ence about our lighthouses and buoys. Sent the same home 
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for publication, with a letter of mine. Then wrote several 
letters home, franked documents, &c. Also received notice of 
Wright's and Lloyd's appointments as postmasters. Went to 
bed at 11. 

April 11, 1850 — Attended session of the House, wrote letters 
to frank, and several other persons about going to Oregon. 

Wrote letters to Oregon. In the evening, Mr. : 

called who is going to Oregon as head of a milling company. 
Two Methodist ministers called from Indiana. One of them 
talks of going to Oregon. Went to bed at 11. 

April 12th, 1850— Today the clerk of the House died. At- 
tended session of the House, received a letter from Capt. Rau- 
lett, saying that the Columbia Steamer would be sold. Wrote a 
reply. Sent R.'s letter to Port. Consulted with Grinnell 
about our lighthouses. Talked with members of land com- 
mittee about our land bill. With members about the $10,000 
appropriation for Indians, and against being connected with 
California in any offices &c. Went to bed at 11. 

April 13, 1850 — This was Saturday. I went up to the Land 
Office to see that our Land bill was ready by Monday. Oc- 
cupied myself in writing letters away and seeing some of the 
members about our land bill. Went to bed at ten. 

April \A — This was Sunday. Wrote number of letters, one 

being [to my] wife, one to Misses Morrill, one to Miss 

two to persons inquiring about Oregon. Went to meeting and 
went to bed at ten. 

April 15, 1850 — I have forgotten again. It is now the 18th, 
but all these three days I have worked with my land bill. Got 
a unanimous report in the Comt. on Ter. in its favor, got it 
introduced into the Senate and referred to Committee on 
public lands. Received notice meanwhile that Howland and 
Aspinwall had bought the Hunt steamer. Wrote to Frank 
three times about going to Oregon, and answered to many 
others. Today I wrote eight answers, all inquiring about Ore- 
gon. One answer covered 8 pages foolscap. Have also visited 
Senators on Land Committee, and same in the House, to get 
them to help my bill. These three days I have worked very 
hard. Now I go to bed. 
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April 19, 1850 — It is now the 21st and Sunday. Yesterday 
I was writing on an address to my constituents; same today. 
Went to hear Morgan preach today. No letter from Stock- 
well yesterday. He saw H. Clarke in New York. C. told 
him discouraging tales about going to Oregon. Went to see 
Senators about my land bill, &c, &c. 

April 22nd, 1850 — This day paid up my washwoman entire. 
Mr. Dart called on me. Wrote a little on my address. Went 
before the committee on public lands of the Senate. Got my 
Indian Bill passed the senate today. Got the Land Committee 
of the Senate to report my land bill. Got the land bill re- 
ported to the House by Territorial committee, and referred 
to committee on Public Lands. Went to see James Wilson to 
get him to manage the west Senators and those of Rhode 
Island and saw some of the members about my land bill, &c. 
This day, by talking with Bright, came to the conclusion 
that Lane had been managing with him to prevent donations 
of land, particularly of mill sites and land sites, &c. Wrote 
on my address. Agent of P. M. S. Company called on me. 

April 23, 1850 — This morning went round to see the mem- 
bers of the Land Committee to get them to meet to act on my 
bill. The bill came up before them, and was postponed till 
Friday for further action. After the House went into Com- 
mittee of the Whole, took Bowland & Hoagland to the Com- 
mittee room to read the bill. After adjournment went and got 
some medicine. Franked some documents. Wrote in the 
evening on my address to my people. 

April 25th, 1850 — I forgot again from the 23rd till now. 
I was engaged today, being busy in franking documents. Wrote 
a few letters. Went to the President's. I wrote him a letter 
to nominate Wilson Surveyor General of Oregon. Also called 
on a Mr. Hobbie to see if any bids had been put in for carrying 
the mail from Oregon City to Astoria. I desired to have 
Howland and Aspinwall put in a bid if there were none. I 
shall know by the first of May; if none are in, they can bid. 
I was also busy yesterday and today getting rpts favorable to 
Oregon land bill. Yesterday Henry H. Sibley 1 and I got a bill 

i Henry Hastings Sibley, delegate from Minnesota territory. 
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reported to elect our judges. I am intending, if I get my bill 
reported tomorrow morning, to leave for New York in the 
evening. 

April 26th, 1850 — From this to May 11, 1 was absent, seeing 
about a press, &c, &c. I returned on May 11, in the morning. 
Visited the Department of the Interior and Treasury Depart- 
ment, to see if the Indian appropriation could be sent. The 
bill had not passed the Senate. I sent the Sec'y Treas. Adams 
letter and requested means forwarded to Oregon to pay the 
legislature. It was taken into consideration, and will be sent 
by the Empire City. Was occupied all the day in answering 
letters and writing to Oregon, — the day, today, the 12th, until 
11 o'clock P. M. 

May 13, 1850 — This day I endeavored to get up my Indian 
bill in the House. Did not succeed. Had an interview with 
General Rusk about a bill he introduced into the Senate for 
carrying the mail and establishing on the Pacific. Had an 
interview with Clayton about the Nicaragua matter, the trade 
with the Russian possessions, &c. He told me confidentially 
what the treaty was. Had an interview about our officers with 
Yulee. Notified the committee on Post Offices and Post Roads 
to meet at ten tomorrow to consider my matters. Met Grinnell 
in the Commerce Committee room and fixed our appropriation 
for lighthouses, buoys, &c. Wrote letters to Oregon and 
several to persons in the States. Gentry called on me relative 
to a judgeship in Oregon. In the evening, E. Gibbons from 
Delaware, called on me for information about Oregon. His 
two brothers are going there in June. Went to bed at half 
past eleven. 

May 14, 1850 — Today visited Butler, chm. Jud. Ccrmmittee, 
Senate, about Holbrook's rejection. Also saw several senators 
about it. Added my amendments to Rusk*s Pacific Po9t Office 
and Mail bill and gave the same to him. Visited P. M. Genl. 
and Major Hobbie about the overland mail and about having 
our own Auditor and Deputy, P. M. Genl., &c, to write letter 
to P. M. Genl. to get him to order consul at Panama to put 
the mails lying at that place, on the arrival of intermediate 
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steamers, on board. Wrote the P. M. Co. about taking the 
same free of charge. Visited General Wilson to get him to 
see John Davis about my land bill. Filed memorial to get 
appropriations for territorial roads in Oregon. Was visited 
in the evening by Mr. Taylor of Tennessee about his going 
to Oregon. Did sundry other things and went to bed at eleven. 

May 15, 1850— This day Douglas and I went to the P. O. 
Dept. and War Dept. to see about the overland Oregon route. 
The Californians and Benton are trying to divert the route 
from Oregon to San Francisco. Called on John Davis, this 
morning, and again this evening about our land bill. Notified 
the committee to meet on Friday morning about same. Wrote 
three letters in answer to inquiries about Oregon, and after 
sundry other business, went to bed at 11. 

May 16, 1850 — It is now the 20th. During these four days, 
aside from my usual duties, I have been laboring most assidu- 
ously electioneering for my land bill. Judge Bryant is here, 
and I have set him to work upon the Indian accts. I hope 
to get it through. 

May 21, 1850 — From this time to now wmich is June 13th, I 
have neglected to make a record by reason of being perfectly 
overwhelmed. During the time I have got my Indian bill 
through and the bill appropriating $20,000 for a penitentiary 
and $20,000 for public buildings. Today I have attended ses- 
sion of the House, seen Indian committee of the Senate to 
get them to act on A. Dart's nomination to be Supt. Indian 
Affairs for Oregon. Franked my letters and papers to Ore- 
gon. Wrote a long letter to Aspinwall, about the steamers, 
&c. 

June 14, 1850 — This morning went up to see the Sec. of the 
Interior about the Indian appointments in Oregon. Did not 
see [him] ; wrote him a letter and urged haste. Attended 
session of the House. Got Linn Boyd to report a bill allowing 
our assembly to hold its next session 90 days, and got the bill 
passed. Went to see Mr. Underwood of the Senate about 
getting the law changed for taking the census in Oregon and 
California. Franked my letters to Benton and Lirin counties'. 
Went to bed at eleven. 
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June 15, 1850 — This day I attended the session and had 
some talk about calling up the land bill, but there being ob- 
jections among its friends, I did not make the trial. Wrote 
Mr. Atchison, chairman Committee on Indian Affairs, request- 
ing him to have the confirmation of the Indian officers in Ore- 
gon acted upon. Franked my printed letters home to Wash- 
ington county and spent the evening in writing to my wife. 
Went to bed at eleven. 

June 16, 1850 — Yesterday and today nothing new transpired. 
Sunday I finished writing to my wife and did several other 
things, and yesterday attended session of the House, but dare 
not attempt to get up my bill. Directed some documents home, 
&c. 

June 18, 1850— This the 19th, 20th and 21st, the House was 
engaged on the bill making donations of land to soldiers of 
the various wars. Meanwhile I was attending to the appoint- 
ments under my Indian law, franking documents, writing 
letters, &c, &c. It was very warm and oppressive during these 
days. 

June 22, 1850 — This has been an extremely hot day. I 
bought me a pair of pants, and two thin coats, and carried 
my Manila hat to Todd's to be whitened, &c. Wrote a letter 
to A. Bush about going to Oregon, one to Mr. Curtis request- 
ing him to call on me. Directed documents home. Have not 
been well today — a disturbance of the bowels, and fear a 
bilious attack. Read a hundred pages of Story on Contracts, 
and some in Seaman on the Progress of Nations. Went to bed 
at eleven. 

June 23rd, 1850 — This was Sunday. I did not go to meet- 
ing. Read 30 pages in Story on Contracts, wrote a letter to 
my wife, a letter to B. Jones about Oregon, and a long letter 
to W. Shannon. Was not right well. Went to bed at eleven, 
but did not sleep well. 

June 24, 1850— Here it is the 27th. During these three 
days, have been trying to get a bill establishing mail routes' in 
Oregon, through the Senate. Have been trying to get Elias 
Wampole appointed Indian agent in Oregon. Have received 
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a mail from Oregon but not a single letter whatever; papers 
down to April 18th. Have sent home some public documents, 
distributed the number of the Spectator sent me to western 
members for distribution. The chief clerk of the Dept. In- 
terior told me this morning that Wampole would be nominated 
today. Called on Commissioner Indian Affairs today, and am 
to write him out instructions or points of instruction for Sup- 
erintendent of Indian Affairs, &c. Wrote a long article today 
for the Ind. State Sentinel to be inserted as an editorial. Also 
wrote a letter to J. McBride suggesting to him the idea of 
circulating libraries in Oregon. Wrote to Linn City on the 
same subject. Wrote several letters to Oregon. 

June 28, 1850 — This day went to see President about nom- 
inating Wampole, to see Preston about the P. M. Steamers, to 
see the P. M. Genl. to get him to recommend my post route 
bill to press, to see Gwin and Fremont about going to see 
the P. M. Genl. tomorrow. Set 11 A. M. to see Douglas in 
the evening with Fish, Rabbit & Bernheisel about the over- 
land mail. Wrote Aspinwall; wrote a long letter to Com- 
missioner Indian Affairs about instructions to be given to 
Dart. Wrote Perrin Whitman about being interpreter. 
Wrote P. M. Genl. about nominating Holland P. M. at Oregon 
City. Wrote Porter about taking the office of Surveyor and 
Inspector of Nesqually. Wrote Col. King about that of Port- 
land. Wrote F. Holland. Franked number of papers and 
bound documents to Oregon, and went to bed at 11 P. M. 

June 29, 1850 — Wrote a leader for the Oregon Spectator. 
Went to see Hobbie about the Pacific Mail and the 2nd Asst. 
P. M. Genl. about appointing Frank Holland P. M. for Ore- 
gon City. Went to see Col. Fremont, Gwin, and Gilbert about 
Pacific Mails. Attended session of the House. Wrote letters 
and directed a large amount of documents. 

June 30, 1850 — Washed all over. I then wrote a letter to 
my wife, to Col. King, Col. Ford, Alvis Kimsey, W. Blain, 
Col. McClure, Philip Foster, man in Michigan, General Lane, 
James McNary, and John Lloyd. Went to bed at 11. 
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July 1, 1850 — This day and the 2nd I was operating to get 
a mail contract for parties in New York to carry the mail from 
Astoria to Oregon City by steamboat; succeeded. Wrote 
several letters home, one to Judge Bryant, one to Aspinwall, 
directed a large number of documents, &c. Also was attending 
to carrying the mail from Mo. via Salt Lake to Oregon. Did 
not get it done. Will try again. 

July 3, 1850 — This day had a letter from Wampole. Mr. 
Mcllvaine from Ohio called on me. Is to address me a letter 
about education in Oregon. Wrote a letter to Mrs. Higgins. 
Read 20 pages law ; some in the history of the Mexican War. 
Went to bed at 11 P. M. 

July 4, 1850 — Wrote a long letter to a minister in Ohio, 
relative to sending teachers to Oregon. Read 30 pages of 
law, some in the history of the Mexican War. Attended the 
fireworks in the evening. Wrote a letter to my wife and to 
Susan, and went to bed at 11. 

In the night, in a dream, it seemed as though I was in the 
Capitol, and I thought persons were at work on one side of 
the Capitol knocking out the underpinning and basements of 
that half of it, and as they proceeded, I seemed to hear the 
building begin to separate in the center, by cracking and giving 
away little by little. It seemed as though the building was 
going to divide in the center and that half where they were 
knocking out the basements would separate from the other 
half still standing erect, and that it would fall over. I wondered 
at the folly of the movement, and was surprised that the 
building had been so built that it could be so separated in that 
way, just in the center, lengthwise, and that one-half could 
thus tip over and fall down leaving the other half standing. 
But the workmen proceeded, and by the cracking of timber 
and joints I perceived the progress was still more rapid, until 
at length the building began to divide at the top so that I could 
see sky through the crevice. Next, that half of the building 
began to careen over, the gap becoming wider, and it seemed 
that I was temporarily in it, but was watching an opportunity 
to get into the other side where I thought there was more 
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safety. At length the half fell over so far that the floor 
became like the roof of a house, so that it was dangerous to 
stand thereon. At length a little pause ensued, and I sprang 
from the side of the falling half to the other, and it seemed 
that others were doing the same. But as we were passing the 
chasm from the falling to the standing side, it seemed that 
some persons were leaving the standing and going to the fall- 
ing side. It seemed, as I have said, that those who were un- 
dermining the half that fell over were in that half to work, 
and that they were continually knocking away the basement, 
until the half they were in fell over. As I got across into 
the standing side of the Capitol, I was so grieved to see the 
edifice thus mutilated, that I awoke amidst the greatest anxiety. 
And as soon as I awoke, the dream seemed to be a foreshad- 
owing of the dissolution of the Union, and so wrought upon 
was I that I had no more quiet sleep for the night. May God 
grant that the wretches who shall attempt to knock out the 
basements from under this nation or from under any part of 
it, may be crushed with the ruins if it falls. 

July 5, 18S0 — Time spent about as usual. 

July 6, 1850 — This day I found that Ewing had withdrawn 
the name of Elias Wampole as Indian agent and had got 
nominated a single man by the name of Saunders in New Jer- 
sey. This was a most mean act, for Wampole had been nomi- 
nated once, and was sent home on the assurance that he would 
be, sold part of his property to get ready, and is now disap- 
pointed. Spent the balance of the day as usual. 

July 7, 1850 — This day was Sunday and I wrote quite a 
number of letters to Oregon and read considerable on the His- 
tory of the Mexican War. Went to bed at 10 P. M. 

July 28, 1850 — Here all this time I have been so busy and 
sick that I have neglected to record. I now renew. I have 
learned the interpretation of my dream — it was the death of 
Taylor. This day wrote to wife, letters of introduction to 
Bush, letters to Blain, and sundry other work. Am quite 
unwell. Franked quite a number of papers, received a letter 
from Nathl. Knight and one from J. A. Bolles, Boston. Sent 
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them to my wife. Very hot and sultry today. Went to bed 
between ten and eleven. 

July 29, 1850 — Endeavored today to get up my land bill. 
Could not succeed. Spent the day as usual. Received a letter 
from Governor Slade about sending teachers to Oregon. Wrote 
him a reply, and sent his letter to Oregon for publication with 
a short note of mine. Franked some documents, &c. 

July 30, 1850 — Today I wrote a letter to Spectator. Went 
to see Commissioner of Indian Affairs about Oregon matters. 
Introduced resolution to make my land bill special order. Did 
not succeed. Received Cleveland Herald containing my let- 
ter to Rev. Mr. Maltby. Sent one to Mr. Moore and one to 
Dr. McBride. Franked some papers. Received a letter from 
Judge Bryant. Went to bed between ten and eleven. 

July 31, 1850 — Here it is August 11. I have skipped all 
this time but I have been to work night and day. Got my 
land bill through last week. 

August 12, 1850 — Today I wrote home to Oregon, and the 
most of the day was feeling about among the senators about 
my land bill. 

August 13, 1850 — I attended committee on Public Lands and 
labored all day among different senators about my land bill. 
Shields appears to be taking the same course that Bowlin did. 
I have no doubt myself that the agents of Dr. McLoughlin 
are operating against it. Received and wrote letter from and 
to Judge Bryant, urging him to come on to help me get the 
bill through. 

August 14, 1850 — All this day I have labored extremely 
hard trying to get the Land Committee to agree as to the 
amendments of my bill, and in writing numerous letters to 
different persons about Oregon. It is extremely vexing to 
have the Land Committee now dally along, the tendency of 
all of which is to prevent the passage of my bill. I will win, 
not despair, but will fight on while a hair remains on my 
head. Oregon shan't be overreached if vigilance will prevent 
it. H. B. Company appear to have many friends. 
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August 15, 1850 — I have skipped again to August 22. Busi- 
ness presses so hard that I forget. 

August 22, 1850 — Today I attended a long session of the 
house to get a chance to move an amendment to the appropria- 
tion bill for $25,000 for survey of the western coast. Moved 
it, and it was under discussion when the House adjourned. 
Wrote several letters to individuals about Oregon, and sat up 
till after twelve o'clock to read the proof sheet of my remarks. 

August 23, 1850 — Tried to get an appropriation for the sur- 
vey of the western coast. Failed. Attended session all day. 
Electioneered with some senators for my bill; franked many 
documents. Wrote a letter to Lovejoy and others in Oregon, 
and went to bed tired at ten. 

August 24, 1850 — Attended session. Attended to my post 
route bill and wrote a number of letters, and franked docu- 
ments home. Received a letter from Bryant from Indiana and 
one from A. L. Lovejoy. 

August 25, 1850 — Today I wrote and read all day. Ex- 
pected the Pacific Mail, but it did not come. So I have to wait. 
Read Macaulay's History of England in the evening, and went 
to bed at ten. 

August 26, 1850 (Sunday). 

August 27, 1850 — Got my mail route through the House. 
Wrote and went to see Sec. of War about Astoria and the mili- 
tary of Oregon. Wrote very hard all day and evening. 

August 28, 1850 — Got post routes through Senate. Was 
writing all day and evening and getting things ready about 
my land bill in the Senate. 

August 29, 1850— [The last entry.] 
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The following note in his own handwriting was found at- 
tached to the back fly-leaf of Mr. Thurston's Diary: "If I 
buy the office at Chicopee, I will want to buy same heading, 
'Oregon Statesman/ fifty pounds ink, hundred pounds glue, 
roller mould, 30 bundles paper, and ten reams common writing 
paper, 1.50 cts. per ream." The foregoing was material needed 
in connection with the establishment of the "Oregon States- 
man," which was issued at Oregon City on March 21, 1851, 
with the late Asahel Bush, the well known banker of Salem, 
as editor and proprietor. 



